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AGENDA

9:00AM – 10:00AM Check-In/Breakfast

10:00AM – 10:20AM Opening Remarks

 Jim Kolbe, Former Congressman of Arizona 

10:25AM – 11:25AM Panel 1: Legal Impact of Ending the Embargo

 Ronald Meltzer, Senior Counsel, WilmerHale

 John Reynolds III, Partner, Davis Polk & Wardwell

 Edward Rubinoff, Leader of Cuba Practice, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & 
Feld

 Kimberly Strosnider, Partner, Covington & Burling

 Moderator: Tommy Goodman, Associate Vice President, The Cohen Group

11:30AM – 12:30PM Panel 2: Future of Investment in Cuba

 Francisco Cerezo, Head of Corporate [Latin America], DLA Piper

 Enrique Conde, Partner, Greenberg Traurig

 Samuel Danon, Head of Litigation, Hunton & Williams

 Carlos Martinez, Head of Latin American Practice, Proskauer Rose

 Moderator: Gustavo Arnavat, Board Member, Knowledge@ 
 Wharton

12:30PM – 12:45PM Closing Remarks

 Wally Martinez, Managing Partner, Hunton & Williams

12:45PM – 2:00PM Lunch/Networking Reception | Speed Networking

Dear Conference Attendees,

On behalf of the Latino/a Law Student Association (LALSA) of the University of Pennsylvania 

Law School, we would like to welcome you all to the 20th Annual LALSA Conference, titled 

Un Nuevo Mañana: Emerging Issues in U.S. Cuba Relations. We want to thank our 

panelists for making the trip to Penn Law – at least one just got off a plane from Cuba – to 

join us in discussing one of today’s most important topics for the international community.

After many years, U.S.-Cuba relations are closer than ever before to normalization. Charter 

flights between John F. Kennedy International Airport and José Martí International Airport 

commenced early last year. Popular culture has seen a resurgence of anti-embargo 

sentiment, propelled by television personalities such as Conan O’Brien. In the 2015 State of 

the Union Address, President Barack Obama urged Congress to lift the Cuban embargo. 

Regardless of the outcome of the 2016 presidential election, the next president of the 

United States of America will have to confront the complicated relationship we hold with 

our Caribbean neighbor.

We are honored to host speakers, guests, and students alike today in the Fitts Auditorium. 

This conference is the culmination of many months of hard work, and for that we are 

immensely proud. We look forward to extending today’s discussion beyond the panels, 

lunch, and reception and into our everyday lives.

Sincerely,

Seferina Berch, Co-President
Ellie Gladstone, Co-President
Teo Victoria, Conference Chair



CONFERENCE 
PANELISTS

Panel 1: Legal Impact of Ending the Embargo

Moderator

Tommy Goodman
Associate Vice President, The Cohen Group

Tommy Goodman is an Associate Vice President at The Cohen Group. Since joining the firm 
in 2011, Mr. Goodman has advised clients on political, legal, and regulatory factors that impact 
their interests, supporting with strategy development, market due diligence, government affairs, 
relationship-building and profile-raising. He works with both large and small companies across a 
wide range of industries and geographies. Mr. Goodman has a particular focus on Latin America, 
with significant assistance in Cuba and Mexico.

Previously, Mr. Goodman worked as an attorney in both the private and public sectors. He was an 
associate in the Washington, DC office of Wilson, Sonsini, Goodrich & Rosati, where his practice 
focused on government investigations and enforcement actions arising out of the Foreign Corrupt 
Practice Act and US export controls laws. Within the federal government, he participated in the 
Honors Attorney program at the US Department of Transportation (USDOT) and worked at the 
Foreign Claims Settlement Commission of the US Department of Justice.

During law school, Mr. Goodman was an intern in the USDOT’s Office of International Law 
and also completed an internship with the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL), an 
NGO in San Jose, Costa Rica, where he conducted research and provided litigation support for 
cases argued before the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. Before entering law school, Mr. 
Goodman was a middle school teacher for nearly three years at the Lincoln School, an international 
K-12 institution in San Jose, Costa Rica.

Mr. Goodman received a Juris Doctor from the University of Virginia. He also completed his 
undergraduate studies at the University of Virginia, earning a Bachelor of Arts in English with 
a Spanish minor, and has studied at the Universitat de Valencia (Spain) and Regents College 
(London). He is fluent in Spanish and conversant in Portuguese.

Mr. Goodman is a member of the District of Columbia and Virginia bars.

OPENING REMARKS

Jim Kolbe
Senior Transatlantic Fellow, Washington, DC

Expertise: Policy, U.S. Congress / Immigration & Integration / Aid & Development

Jim Kolbe currently serves as a senior transatlantic fellow for GMF. He advises on trade matters as 
well as issues of effectiveness of U.S. assistance to foreign countries, on U.S.-EU relationships, and on 
migration and its relationship to development. From 2008-10, he co-chaired the Transatlantic Taskforce 
on Development with Gunilla Carlsson, the Swedish minister for international development cooperation. 
The Taskforce consisted of experts from both sides of the Atlantic from governments, NGOs, foundations and corporations and 
made strategic recommendations on development for the U.S. administration as well as to European audiences. In 2011-12, he 
co-chaired another task force with the Swedish minister for trade. This task force developed a strategic plan for the launching of 
U.S.-EU trade negotiations, now known as the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership talks. 

In addition to his work with GMF, Kolbe serves on the board of counselors McLarty Associates and is president of 
JTKConsulting, which represents the interests of Arizona clients to the United States Congress. 

Kolbe serves as vice chairman of the Board of Directors of the International Republican Institute, and is a member of the boards 
of directors for Freedom House, the Institute for Science and Global Policy, the Project on Middle East Democracy. In Arizona, 
he serves on the boards of directors for the Community Food Bank and Critical Path Institute. He is also co-chair of the 
Governor’s Transportation and Trade Task Force, and is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations.

For 22 years, Kolbe served in the U.S. House of Representatives, elected for 11 consecutive terms, from 1985 to 2007. He 
represented the Eighth (previously designated the Fifth) congressional district, comprising the southeastern part of Arizona with 
Tucson as the main center of population. Prior to coming to Congress, he served for six years in the Arizona State Senate. 

While in Congress, Kolbe served for six years on the House Budget Committee and for 20 years on the Appropriations 
Committee. In that capacity he was responsible for deciding the allocation of the budget and the terms for spending appropriated 
funds. He was chairman of the Treasury, Post Office, and Related Agencies subcommittee for four years, and for his last six years 
in Congress, he chaired the Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and Related Agencies subcommittee.

Kolbe graduated from Northwestern University with a bachelor’s degree in political science, and from Stanford University with 
an MBA and a concentration in economics.

Kolbe was commissioned in the United States Naval Reserves in 1965 and served for more than ten years before retiring as a Lieutenant 
Commander, USNR. His active duty included a year of service in the Republic of Vietnam with Coastal forces (Swift boats).

He has received numerous awards and tributes, but notable among them is the George Marshall Award for Distinguished 
Service from the U.S. Agency for International Development, the Order of the Aztec from the President of Mexico, and the 
lifetime achievement in trade award from the Washington International Trade Association.



Panelists

Ronald Meltzer
Senior Counsel, WilmerHale

Ronald Meltzer’s practice focuses on compliance and enforcement matters relating to
US export controls and economic sanctions. His work includes due diligence
reviews, transaction advice, licensing, corporate compliance programs, regulatory
audits, voluntary disclosures and enforcement cases. Mr. Meltzer has extensive
experience dealing with the US Department of State, US Department of Commerce
and OFAC on these matters. Mr. Meltzer also represents clients in customs and
trade remedy cases and provides advice on Foreign Agents Registration Act
requirements.

John Reynolds III
Partner, Davis Polk & Wardwell

As a member of Davis Polk’s Corporate Department in Washington DC, Mr. Reynolds advises 
U.S. and foreign corporations, financial institutions, defense, technology and consumer products 
companies, government-owned corporations and sovereign wealth funds on trade, security and 
regulatory issues. He frequently represents clients before the U.S. Departments of State, Treasury, 
Commerce, Defense and Homeland Security and the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative. With 
over 25 years of experience in export controls and economic sanctions, he counsels across industry 
sectors concerning all types of international compliance and enforcement issues, especially matters 
involving U.S. national security.

Mr. Reynolds is regularly rated in the nation’s top tier of international trade lawyers by Chambers 
USA, which acknowledges him as a Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States 
(CFIUS) expert, noting that “he is perfectly placed to provide high-level advice to the financial 
institutions that increasingly come knocking on his door when in need of compliance expertise,” and 
commending him as “diplomatic and savvy when dealing with governments in tense situations and 
creative in how he analyzes problems.”

Edward Rubinoff
Leader of Cuba Practice, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld

Edward L. Rubinoff focuses on international trade policy and regulation and is a senior 
member of the firm’s export control and economic sanctions practice. He is a leader of the firm’s 
multidisciplinary Cuba practice.

Mr. Rubinoff is a recognized authority on U.S. international trade controls, including export controls, 
economic sanctions, antiboycott regulations, the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) and the 
Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States (CFIUS). 

Mr. Rubinoff counsels domestic and foreign companies on compliance with U.S. international trade 
control laws; conducts internal investigations and audits, designs and assesses compliance programs; and 
represents clients in civil and criminal enforcement cases. In addition, Mr. Rubinoff advises and represents 
both foreign and domestic companies regarding national security reviews conducted by the CFIUS under 
the Exon-Florio law. His clients have included companies in the telecommunications, computer, software, 
technology, electronics, energy, defense, aerospace, chemical, agriculture, construction, manufacturing, 
transportation, financial services, private equity, entertainment and equipment sectors. Education J.D., 
The George Washington University Law School, with honors, 1975 B.A., University of Pennsylvania, 
with honors, 1972 Bar Admissions District of Columbia 2 Mr. Rubinoff was appointed a director of the 
Lawyers Alliance for World Security and, in that capacity, has traveled to Russia, China, Ukraine, Belarus 
and Latvia to advise government officials in those countries on the development of export control regimes. 
He was selected to serve on binational dispute resolution panels under Chapter 19 of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement. Mr. Rubinoff lectures and writes extensively on the subject of export trade controls. 
He is editor of Red Notice, the firm’s monthly update on global investigations and prosecutions.

Kimberly Strosnider
Partner, Covington & Burling

Kim Strosnider advises companies on the application of international trade controls, including export 
controls, economic sanctions, and antiboycott laws and regulations.

A vice-chair of the firm’s International Trade & Finance practice group, Ms. Strosnider counsels clients 
across a range of industries on trade control matters, including resolving complex compliance, enforcement, 
licensing, and jurisdiction/classification issues. She regularly advocates for clients before the key trade 
controls agencies, including the U.S. Departments of State, Commerce, and Treasury.

Ms. Strosnider has led numerous internal investigations for clients on trade controls matters, and has 
helped companies design and implement compliance programs. She also frequently advises on trade 
control issues in mergers, acquisitions, and divestitures.

Among the areas in which Ms. Strosnider counsels clients are compliance with the Export Administration 
Regulations (EAR), International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR), economic sanctions programs 
administered by the Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC), and antiboycott 
programs administered by the Commerce and Treasury Departments. She also advises on compliance with 
ATF regulations and nuclear-related export controls.

Ms. Strosnider also has represented clients in state and federal court litigation and before arbitration 
panels. She has been recognized by Legal 500 US for International Trade: Litigation.



CONFERENCE 
PANELISTS

Panel 2: Future of Investment in Cuba

Moderator

Gustavo Arnavat
Board Member, Knowledge@Wharton

Gustavo Arnavat was nominated by President Barack Obama and confirmed unanimously by the 
Senate in November 2009 to represent the United States on the Executive Board of the Inter-
American Development Bank (IDB). He also served on the Board of Directors of the Inter-
American Investment Corporation and on the Donors’ Committee of the Multilateral Investment 
Fund, both affiliates of the IDB. As the former U.S. executive director for the IDB, he was a senior 
member of the Treasury Department’s international affairs team. The IDB Board of Executive 
Directors is responsible for day-to-day oversight of the bank’s management, credit decisions, and 
operations, including the approval of all loans, grants, and technical assistance programs, as well as all 
bank policies. Mr. Arnavat led the negotiations within the IDB’s Board that succeeded in securing 
the largest capital increase in the bank’s history, resulting in a near doubling of the bank’s annual 
lending capacity and adoption of fundamental operational and financial management reforms.

Mr. Arnavat has over two decades of international legal and banking experience. Prior to joining the 
Obama administration, he was a director and senior legal counsel at Citi Private Bank in New York, 
where he was legal cohead of the Latin America market region. At Citi, he managed a wide range 
of legal, regulatory, and policy issues relating to banking, investment management, and brokerage 
services. He began his legal career with Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton, where he advised U.S. 
and European banks, as well as Latin American companies and governments, on international 
capital markets and other financial transactions. Later, as an investment banker at Morgan Stanley, 
he focused on the origination and execution of equity and fixed-income public offerings and 
private placements by Latin American issuers, and he provided strategic advice relating to mergers 
and acquisitions and joint ventures. Mr. Arnavat was a Presidential Management Fellow at the 
White House (National Security Council), the State Department, and the Department of Justice. 
During the 2008 presidential campaign, he was a member of the Obama for America National 
Leadership Council and advised senior campaign officials on Latin America policy. Following the 
election, he served on the Obama-Biden Transition Team in Washington, D.C. In 2011, PODER 

Hispanic magazine named him one of “The Nation’s 100 Most Influential Hispanics.” Mr. Arnavat 
received a B.A., cum laude, from Cornell University; an M.P.P. from the Harvard Kennedy School 
of Government, where he was a Sloan Foundation fellow; and a J.D. from the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Law, where he was an editor of the University of Pennsylvania Law Review.

Francisco Cerezo
Head of Corporate [Latin America], DLA Piper

Francisco Cerezo is the firm’s US Head of Latin America Corporate and focuses his practice 
on corporate and international matters, advising US and foreign companies, family groups and 
sovereigns doing business in the Americas and the Caribbean. 

He has extensive experience in corporate and financial services, cross-border transactions, strategic 
corporate counseling, mergers and acquisitions and public-private partnerships. He regularly counsels 
global companies doing business in the Americas on matters ranging from complex transactions and 
market entry issues to compliance and general corporate strategic counsel. 

Francisco also serves as principal outside counsel to several significant family groups on matters 
ranging from corporate governance and succession planning to representing their underlying 
portfolio companies in billions of dollars of transactions, ranging from banking and energy to 
telecom and retail. 

Chambers Global recognized him for Corporate/M&A work and cited for “his impressive client list 
including leading Latin American companies in industries as diverse as financial services, telecoms, 
and tourism, and he has enjoyed notable highlights.”

The Legal 500 recognized him in the area of mergers and acquisitions and in 2013 cited as “an 
excellent lawyer and strategic thinker. His roots and experience in the region and his capacity to 
foster relations set him apart from his peers.”

Enrique Conde
Partner, Greenberg Traurig

As a member of the 300-lawyer Corporate & Securities Practice of the firm, Enrique A. Conde, who 
is licensed in Florida and New York, handles domestic and cross-border mergers and acquisitions, 
corporate financings, joint ventures and all types of general contractual matters throughout North, 
Central and South America, the Caribbean and Europe. Fluent in Spanish, Enrique has also advised 
Latin American and European companies doing business in the United States.

Areas of Concentration
• Corporate Finance
• General Corporate Law and Securities



Samuel Danon
Head of Litigation, Hunton & Williams

Samuel A. Danon serves as the chair of the litigation practice of Hunton & Williams LLP. He 
joined the firm in 1999 as a founding partner of the firm’s Miami office. Mr. Danon is a trial lawyer 
who advises clients on business and class action litigation, international arbitration, regulatory advice 
and corporate compliance. His clients include multinational consumer products manufacturers and 
financial institutions, and matters involving operations and customers in Latin America. He has 
counseled clients in various domestic and foreign jurisdictions, as well as arbitrations. Mr Danon 
is regularly recognized among leaders in his field and in 2015, was honored as a “Rainmaker” by 
Diversity & the Bar, a publication of the Minority Corporate Counsel Association and as a continued 
“Client Service All-Star” by BTI. Other awards have included: selection as “A Local Litigation Star” 
by Benchmark Litigation, a “Top Lawyer” by the South Florida Legal Guide, amongst “South Florida’s 
Top Rated Lawyers” in Legal Leaders by Martindale-Hubbell and ALM; Super Lawyers, Best Lawyers 
in America, and amongst the “Legal Elite” by Florida Trend. He has been previously highlighted 
as a “Most Effective Lawyer” by the Daily Business Review/ALM and as a “Key Partner” by the 
South Florida Business Journal. Mr. Danon is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania and the 
University of Pennsylvania Law School.

Carlos Martinez
Head of Latin American Practice, Proskauer Rose

Carlos has over 20 years of experience in Latin American cross-border transactions. He has 
participated in numerous debt and equity securities offerings by Latin American issuers, representing 
issuers, selling stockholders and underwriters. In the mergers and acquisitions area, Carlos has 
represented acquirers, investors and target companies in several cross-border transactions. He also 
represents creditors and borrowers in a wide range of other financial transactions, including bank 
lending, project finance, asset-backed financings and restructurings.

Several of Carlos’s transactions were “first-of-a-kind,” including some which were awarded “Deal 
of the Year” honors by specialized publications such as Latin Lawyer, Latin Finance and Project 
Finance Magazine. Chambers Latin America recently referred to Carlos as a “well-respected 
generalist” who is “one of the best names in top-end bond work.”

Carlos has written articles on privatization capital markets, free trade agreements and restructurings 
in Latin America. He has also lectured on the legal aspects of international finance at several 
symposia and universities.

CLOSING REMARKS

Wally Martinez
Managing Partner 
Hunton & Williams

Wally Martinez serves as the Managing Partner of Hunton & Williams LLP, an international law 
firm of over 800 attorneys. Mr. Martinez was a founding partner of the firm’s Miami office. His 
practice focuses on complex business litigation and white-collar criminal defense. Mr. Martinez 
left Hunton & Williams in 2004 to serve as Senior Vice President and General Counsel of Diageo 
North America, Inc. In 2006, he returned to the firm to become Managing Partner. The National 
Law Journal has recognized Mr. Martinez as one of the nation’s “50 Most Influential Minority 
Lawyers” and he is a frequent speaker and panelist on issues impacting the legal profession. He 
served as Chair of the Leadership Council on Legal Diversity and is a Trustee of the NALP 
Foundation. In 2014, Mr. Martinez was recognized by the New York Law Journal as a Lawyer 
Who Leads By Example for his pro bono work as a Legal Assistance Attorney (AUX) on behalf of 
active duty and reserve personnel of the U.S. Coast Guard. Mr. Martinez is a graduate of Seton Hall 
University and the University of Pennsylvania Law School.
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Greenberg Traurig proudly supports Penn Law’s Latino Law 
Students Association (LALSA) as it continues to commit to 
the academic, social and professional development of its 
members as well as increasing outreach, diversity and Latino 
awareness to its community.

©2016 Greenberg Traurig, LLP. Attorneys at Law. All rights reserved. °These numbers are 
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At Clifford Chance, we believe that promoting
diversity means creating an inclusive work
environment where everyone has the
opportunity to succeed. As a global firm, we
represent a significant portion of the world’s
cultures, races, religions and nationalities and
we are proud to support the 20th Annual
Penn Law LALSA Conference.
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We are pleased to support the 
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LALSA Conference. 
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Hunton & Williams LLP salutes the work of the 

Latino/a Law Students Association 
and is proud to sponsor the LALSA Conference at Penn Law.
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LALSA Board

Seferina Berch L’17, Co-President

Ellie Gladstone L’17, Co-President

Teofilo Victoria L’17, Conference Chair

Lilibeth Clelo L’17, La Gran Fiesta Chair, Co-Social Chair

Kendal Rinko L’16, Social Chair

Felicia Alexander L’17, Head of Outreach and Mentoring

Raymond Martinez L’17, Treasurer

1L Representatives 

Chris Morales

Laura Pettinelli

Jennifer Reich

Katharine Watters

LLM Representatives

Rodrigo Castello Branco

Alonso Sandoval


